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Amendment
2: Which
way will
you go?

Medical
Marijuana

Vote Nov. 4
BY MELISSA MAHLER
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG —
The Weekly Challenger
spoke with Ben Pollara, the
Campaign Manager at
United for Care, the main
organization advocating for
the approval of Amendment 2, which is whether
to legalize medical marijuana in Florida.
Today 23 states and the
District of Columbia have
already passed legislation
legalizing medical marijuana. The battle in Florida
hasn’t been an easy one despite mounting evidence
supporting the use of marijuana in the treatment of
certain medical conditions.
Who Can Amendment 2 Benefit?
Amendment 2 defines a
debilitating medical condition as cancer, glaucoma,
positive status for human
immunodeficiency virus
(HIV), acquired immune
deficiency
syndrome
(AIDS), hepatitis C, amyotrophic lateral sclerosis
(ALS), Crohn’s disease,
Parkinson’s disease, multiple sclerosis or other conditions for which a
physician believes that the
medical use of marijuana
would likely outweigh the
potential health risks for a
patient.
See MEDICAL, page 5

L-R, Watson Haynes, Rene Flowers, Annette Taddeo, Mayor Rick Kriseman,
Wengay Newton, Chris Steinocher and son, Brody.

BY HOLLY KESTENIS


BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Local organizations joined
together last Sunday at
Williams Park in downtown St. Petersburg to encourage the community to
head down to the polls
early and cast their vote in
this year’s mid-term election.
With a jam packed bal-

lot that promises to confuse and hold up the lines
for those who arrive unprepared on Election Day,
the process could be quite
time consuming.
But
the
Pinellas
County Urban League
(PCUL) and other organizations came together to
sponsor Souls to the Polls,
which is a community effort to get members of
local congregations mobi-

Staff Writer

lized and voting early.
“It’s a collective effort
of churches and organizations,” said Pastor Louis
Murphy Sr. of Mt. Zion
Progressive Missionary
Baptist Church. With
their marching band leading the way from Willams
Park to the polls on Fifth
Street North, St. Pete was
literally dancing in the
streets.
Watson Haynes, presi-

dent and CEO of the
PCUL and staff members
were out in great numbers
making sure the rally went
off without a hitch. He explained that the National
Urban League affiliates
throughout the United
States have been charged
with the role of advocacy,
getting people to the polls
to vote.
See POLLS, pages 4

Clinton in Tampa
BY ALLEN A.
BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

TAMPA — Former
President Bill Clinton arrived by motorcade to inject political nitrogen into
Charlie Crist’s bid to become the next governor
of Florida last Sunday afternoon at the Gary
Sheffield’s Field Complex
located in Cyrus Greene
Park.
People from all walks
of life greeted each other
along Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. Blvd. in East

Tampa. Drivers showed
their support by honking
and waving at the people
lined up along the boulevard. The gate to the
Democratic Rally for
Crist opened at approximately 3:45 p.m. and the
staging area for the event
filled up rapidly.
Democratic Candidate for Attorney General
George Sheldon asked
the anxious crowd of
cheering
supporters,
“Are you ready for Bill
Clinton?”
See CLINTON, page 6

Clinton was in town stumping for
Crist Sun., Oct. 26.



Moderator Chris Warren
and
Bro. John Muhammad

ST. PETERSBURG –
Amendment 2 is making
waves throughout Florida
and right here in St. Pete
the conversation has gotten
a little heated. The community gathered at the Childs
Park Recreation Center, located at 4301 13th Ave. S.,
hoping to get some information on the new proposal
to make medical marijuana
legal, but not everyone on
the panel saw eye-to-eye.
The Florida Right to
Medical Marijuana Initiative, otherwise known as
Amendment 2, is set to be
voted on next week. Placed
on the ballot as a constitutional amendment with
voter approval, Amendment 2 would legalize marijuana
for
medical
purposes. However, opponents of legalization argue
the amendment is too
loosely written and will
cause more harm than
good.
Pinellas County Sheriff
Bob Gualtieri, community
activist Kurt Donley and
Eckerd College Assistant
Professor of Biology, Dr.
Greg Gerdeman, all took
part in an expert panel to
help guide voters to making the right decision come
poll time.

See CHOICE, page 12



 

Hires Hairstyling
3427 11th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33713
Open Tuesday – Friday
6 AM until 6 PM
Losing Hair- Scalp treatments can help
Wigs need shampoo – cut to fit your face

Call (727) 642-7475
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S OLICITING P RICING
PCL Construction, Inc. is soliciting pricing from City of St. Petersburg
certified Small Business Enterprise subcontractor and suppliers for the SWWRF
Reclaimed Water Pump Station Modification project in St. Petersburg.
Project bids November 13, 2014, PCL request all quotes no later than
November 12. Drawings and specifications are available upon request and
assistance with bonding can be discussed. Please contact PCL Construction, Inc.
813.425.1443 for additional information.

REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.
Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

Who can lead a church?

LEGAL NOTICE
The City of St. Petersburg (“City”) announces program funding for a Rental Rehabilitation Program. Through the Community Development Block Grant (“CDBG”)
program from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (“HUD”),
the City has set aside $339,300 for the rehabilitation of rental properties for low
and moderate income families in the proposed southside Community Redevelopment Area (“CRA”). Assistance will be available up to $20,000 per unit with a
maximum not to exceed $60,000 per development; property must have a minimum
of at least three units in order to apply for assistance. Interested parties will be
required to contribute 75% of own resources towards the cost of the rehabilitation.
For complete program requirements go to the City’s Housing and Community
Development (“HCD”) website at http://www.stpete.org/housing/housedoc.asp.
To take advantage of these opportunities, contact HCD at (727) 893-7247 or via
email at Housing@stpete.org.

S OLICITING P ROPOSALS
Wharton-Smith Smith is a general contractor who is soliciting proposals from
City of St. Petersburg SBE and M/WBE subcontractors and suppliers for SWWRF
Reclaimed Water Pump Station Modifications; Project No. 14032-111. This project is
scheduled to bid on November 13, 2014 @ 3:00 pm. Please submit your proposed scope
of work to us by 5:00 pm on November 12, 2014 and your firm pricing for that scope of
work to us by 11:00 am on November 13, 2014. Proposals may be e-mailed to
EstimatingTampa@whartonsmith.com or faxed to 813/288-0371 and/or phoned in to
813/288-0068.
Bidding documents are available for review at our Tampa office. You may also request
select portions of the plans & specs from EstimatingTampa@whartonsmith.com or
phone 813/288-0068 at no cost to your firm. Please indicated if you would like the plans
& specs electronically. You may also obtain a set of plans and spec for RFQ 5570 directly
from the City of St. Petersburg free at http://www.stpete.org/purchase/solbidn.asp.
Please advise Wharton-Smith should your office require special accommodations
with bonding or insurance.

Who can lead a church?
Praise the Lord Saints.
1 Timothy 3: 3-7
3 Not given to wine, no striker, not
greedy of filthy lucre; but patient, not
a brawler, not covetous; 4 One that
ruleth well his own house, having his
children in subjection with all gravity;
5 (For if a man know not how to rule
his own house, how shall he take care
of the church of God?) 6 Not a novice,
lest being lifted up with pride he fall
into the condemnation of the devil. 7
Moreover he must have a good report
of them which are without; lest he fall
into reproach and the snare of the
devil.
Continuing from last week, I want
to address some key parts of this passage further. I believe that once I’m
done, it will give you a clear, concise,
direct, unbiased answer to the age-old
question, who can pastor or lead a
church according to the Bible. Again,
it’s not my opinion or what I feel; it’s
in your Bible.
If you refer back to the very end of
verse 2 it says apt to teach, not preach,
not pray, not hoop, teach! Your ability
to entertain is not connected to your
ability to lead God’s church. To this
point, the Apostle Paul’s preaching
was so boring that it killed a young
man. Read Acts 20:9.
Most if not all holiness or apostolic
churches say they follow what is
termed the five-fold ministry, Ephesians 4: 11; and he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some,
evangelists; and some, pastors and
teachers; but if you look at the scripture carefully and closely, there are
just four. The pastor is also a teacher.
The two are not stated the way the
first three are and I believe it was no
accident but intended to be that way.
I preach and teach to empower not
to entertain so that you can battle the
issues of life. Emotions have their
place in the pulpit but the saints need
encouraging words that provoke to action (PTA). The five most important
Es are Encourage, Edify, Educate,
Empower and Engage in that order.
Verses 4-5 really nail home some
vitally powerful points. Let’s look at
them point by point.
One that rules his own house. In
order for this to happen, one must be
married and well, who rules the house
typically or normally? I know there
are some men that are hen-picked and
don’t wear the pants but that’s not the
norm. I know, it’s a hard pill to swallow but again, I didn’t write this, God
did.
Having his children in subjection
with all gravity. If your kids raise
more hell in the neighborhood and in

school (Bebe’s kids), then you can’t
possibly think it’s ok for you to be
preaching telling the saints what they
should or should not be doing. 2 Timothy 2:6; the husbandman that
laboureth must be first partaker of the
fruits. You can’t teach what you aren’t
doing because it gives the appearance
of a hypocrite. Key point that is
missed, you must have kids also.
For if a man know not how to rule
his own house, how shall he take care
of the church of God? This one is selfexplanatory and doesn’t need clarification.
Not a novice. Again, there should
not be a need to clarify but when I see
a 19-25-year-old elder or pastor in a
church, I know there is a church that
has not ran across this passage or
feels that their need or desire for a
church leader is greater than doing it
God’s way. How can a 20 year old tell
a 40-50 year old married brother in the
church how to be a better man, husband, father, or any other subject in
life? The older brother probably has
kids his age. 1 Timothy 5:1; Rebuke
not an elder, but entreat him as a father; how can you treat a person
younger than you youngest kid as a father? If you go back to the very first
qualification it says blameless. I stated
this last week and its applicable here,
“you can’t teach what you don’t know,
and you can’t lead where you won’t
go”.
The younger generation is expert
mimickers and this has no place in the
pulpit. You must be led by the Spirit of
God and not the spirit of self.
When you haven’t lived long
enough to have experiences that can
be effective and beneficial to the flock,
how then can you possibly think its
appropriate to stand before grown,
seasoned, wise saints and attempt to
tell them what the Lord told you to tell
them?
I feel so strong on this matter that
I can’t with a good conscience sit and
listen to one that is not in their 40s or
older. In the past, I did but when you
know better you’re supposed to do
better. Remember, I’m talking about
the leader or pastor of the church, not
a minister.
I stand by what I say because I use
the Bible to validate it.
It’s my desire to help us grow to
the knowledge of what God expects
from us and to warn or empower you
through the scriptures what you
should or should not accept according
to the Bible.
Till next week,
God Bless.
Dr. Rob
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Parental engagement: Don’t blame the victims?

Richard Guess is back

BY GOLIATH J. DAVIS,
PH. D

Richard C. Guess has returned as the morning
show host at WRXB. Guess replaces Maurice Sabastian
who left the station to devote more time to his DJ service and record label.

Guest Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Let’s start with an obvious
truth—some parents fail miserably in all aspects of child
rearing. Additionally, some
teachers are ineffective, uncaring and unprofessional.
And, while the operative
word is “some,” far too often,
sweeping generalizations are
made which suggests parents from the lower socioeconomic strata fail to engage
and participate adequately in
the education of their children, and teachers are not
caring or supportive of children of color.
Ironically, despite the
early work of Jonathan Kozol
and others, many in education and society appear to ignore a salient fact—fiscally
challenged parents have the
same dreams and aspirations
for their children as parents
of prominence and affluence.
And, not all teachers are ineffective or exhibit willful cultural biases.
One of the major issues in
the parental engagement debate is how engagement is
operationalized. I frequently
utilize my experience to
make the point. I am the eldest of 10 children, the first to
complete high school, college
and obtain graduate degrees.
When addressing educators
regarding parental engagement, I frequently ask the following question: How many
of you think I am successful?
Invariably, everyone responds affirmatively. My
reply to the overwhelmingly

affirmative response is always the same: If I were a student today, I would be a total
failure in a system where
teachers abdicate their duties
and attribute poor student
performance to a lack of
parental engagement.
My mother, like other
working mothers, was engaged. She ensured I went to
school each day and insisted
I complete all homework assignments. However, her
ability to assist with the assignments was limited by her
limited educational experience. She entrusted me to
the school, my teachers and
the principal. She fully expected them to do their jobs.
Like my mother and others from her era, mothers
today are engaged. However,
their engagement is often
misunderstood and devalued.
The system expects their
failed products, i.e. poorly educated parents, to perform
reading, math and science
miracles. The extraordinary
efforts many parents make
feeding, clothing and preparing their children to meet the
educational experts each day
are not factored into the engagement equation; but they
should be recognized and appreciated.
I am the product of a total
institution (school) where the
actors performed. They
cared for the students, understood parental challenges and
created an environment
where failure was not an option. I continue to have the utmost respect for teachers.
Like parents, teachers as a
group are caring and en-

gaged. Those who are not
should never be allowed to
overshadow the caring professionals. Likewise, engaged
parents should be valued and
never painted with the broad
brush of non-engagement.
To the extent we focus so
strongly on parental failures,
we neglect to effectively acknowledge the Pinellas
School District’s dismal performance educating black
children specifically and all
children in general. As evidenced by the Crowley and
Bradley lawsuits, the achievement gap between white and
black students speaks to the
school district’s poor performance. Data provided by
the district clearly indicates
that while black children
have been more severely impacted, as a group, white children are also failing to make
significant learning gains.
Educational leaders state
unequivocally that teachers
are the most important individuals in the classroom as it
relates to learning. However,
teacher training, support and
preparation in Pinellas, has
not adequately meet the educational, diversity and social
service challenges teachers
face.
Prior to integration and
busing, black children
learned the three Rs (Reading, Writing and Arithmetic)
in school facilities deemed inadequate and with outdated
books and learning materials.
Now, for some reason with
updated facilities and state of
the art teaching materials
and methodologies, we cannot teach Johnny or Suzy to

read.
Should parents consistently be singled out for
blame or does the school district have a greater responsibility. After all, we cannot
mandate parental engagement, and more importantly,
should a child be penalized
for being born to parents who
were previously failed by the
system?
If we are to overcome our
educational crisis, every segment of our community,
black, white, business, etc.,
must engage. South Pinellas
County schools clearly illuminate the educational crisis for
black children. Five elementary schools and far too many
black children in middle and
high schools in south Pinellas
County are failing according
to state measures. We can no
longer afford to create magnet and other accelerated
programs in south county
schools for the economically
advantaged while ignoring
the disadvantaged masses.
While some parents don’t
engage, I believe the vast majority actively supports the
education of their children.
We must recognize the extent to which the system has
failed to educate generations
of students who are now parents and lack the ability to
tutor their children and the finances to pay for tutorial
services. It’s incumbent upon
the district to stop blaming
their victims and accept responsibility for what they are
educated, trained and mandated to do by the State Constitution—educate all of
Florida’s children.

 
    

VOTE NO
ST. PETERSBURG CHARTER CHANGE



More than twenty years ago, voters approved a strong
mayor form of government and made it explicitly
clear that the Mayor, not city council, should hire and
fire the police chief and other key staff positions.
Dissatisfied with Mayor Kriseman’s appointment of
Police Chief Tony Holloway, council voted in June to
place a referendum on the November 4th ballot to
amend the City Charter thereby allowing council in
essence, to vote on the hiring of the Police Chief and
other Key positions voters previously restricted to the
top elected official, the Mayor of St. Petersburg.
I urge you to resist this attempt to change the
City Charter because some Council members
are dissatisfied with one outcome.

 
    

Goliath J. Davis, III, Ph. D
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The march is on
From POLLS, page 1

“The Young Professionals of the PCUL came together to organize the
event. We did Souls to the
Polls for President Obama
and got folks to vote, so we
figure we’d do Souls to the
Polls again and get folks
down to vote,” said Haynes.
Haynes doesn’t care
how you vote; he just wants
you to vote. African Americans are the only race in
America that had to die
fighting for the right to vote.
No other race has been terrorized by the authorities,
drugged through the
streets, had dogs attack
them, had their churches
bombed and their leaders
killed so that they could
freely cast their ballots.
“Sometimes you wish
you could just turn on the
TV to folks and say look at
this. This is what generations past went through just
so that you can vote. Because in many instances
they still couldn’t vote. They
fought for the right to vote
and the right was given to
us and we shouldn’t take it
for granted,” he said.
And with all the gridlock
in Washington, Haynes encourages people to vote in

smaller elections because
local politics affects us first.
“Elections like these are
local and they affect us
faster than things that happen in Washington. If we see
the gridlock that is going on
in Washington, that gives us
more of a reason to understand that we need to vote
the right people in office so
that we can stop this game,”
finished Haynes.
Florida State Representative Darryl Rouson discussed the importance of
the religious community
helping people to the polls.
“In these days when
voter convenience is under
attack, we need everyone,
particularly faith communities, urging people to exercise their constitutional
right,” Rouson said. “Souls
to the Polls does just that. It
captures the faithful and
moves them from the private pew of prayer to the
public arena of the ballot
box. Voting is the essence of
participation in government.
Voting is prayer exercised.”
Lieutenant Governor
hopeful Annette Taddeo got
the crowd roaring when she
took the microphone. And
although the event was

meant to be nonpartisan
and encourage everyone no
matter their party affiliation
to vote early, Taddeo couldn’t help but talk about Governor Rick Scott’s record.
“A million people who
don’t have health insurance
because he won’t expand
Medicaid…1.3 billion dollars is what he cut from our
education system. We need
a governor that believes in
the future of our kids,” she
stated.
Taddeo went on to
stress the importance of voting to combat any tricky
business Gov. Scott may
have up he sleeves.
“Think of five friends you
have and encourage them to
vote because Rick Scott is
trying to buy the election
again. He just wrote himself
a 20 million check. The last
time he spent over 70 million buying the election, but
we are not going to let him
this time. Our state is not for
sale,” she said firmly as the
crowd went wild.
After a brisk march to
the polls where some people stayed and voted, the
crowd marched to Williams
Park for a lunch prepared
by the Nite Riders Van Club.

Hundreds of people stood in
line for hot dogs and hamburgers.
The Nite Riders volunteered their time and resources to many events
around town throughout
the year.
Early election will continue until Sun., Nov. 2 from
7 a.m. – 7 p.m. Tues., Nov.
4 is Election Day and the
last day to let your voice be
heard.
Check out the Supervisor of Elections website to
find an early voting location
near you at www.votepinellas.com.
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The benefits of medical marijuana
From MEDICAL, page 1

“The diseases and the
conditions for which the
use of medical marijuana
would potentially be beneficial in treating are wideranging. The ones we
think of immediately are
cancer and HIV/AIDS because anybody that has
any personal experience
with marijuana knows that
it has a sort of appetite
stimulation properties,”
said Pollara.
One of the benefits that
have recently come to the
forefront is the use of marijuana in the treatment of
epilepsy and other severe
seizure disorders. Dr. Sanjay Gupta of CNN reported
about a child named Charlotte who was having 300
seizures a week, despite
being on seven different
medications. Medical marijuana he said has calmed
her brain, limiting her
seizures to 2 or 3 per
month.
Dr. Gupta wasn’t originally a supporter of medical but has very publically
apologized and is now an
advocate for the legalization of marijuana.
Nearly 17,000 Americans overdosed and died
from
prescription
painkillers in 2011, according to the Centers for Disease
Control
and
Prevention. According to
Dr. Gupta, someone dies in
the United States every 19
minutes from a prescription drug overdose, mostly
accidental reports.
“Ever y 19 minutes. It
is a horrifying statistic. As

much as I searched, I
could not find a documented case of death from
marijuana overdose,” he
averred.
“I have been saying for
a long time and a recent
study supports my view
that to the extent that
Floridians and Americans
in general can use anything, whether it’s marijuana or anything else in
replacement of dangerous
narcotic drugs like Percocet and OxyContin, opiates, Xanax and other
benzodiazepines, that will
save lives and it is also a
good thing for our society,”
said Pollara. “The study
that came out showed that
with medical marijuana
laws on the books, opiate
related deaths decreased
by almost 25 percent.”
Safeguards
The
language
of
Amendment 2 looks a lot
like what was voted on in
2012 in Massachusetts Pollara contends.
“We also took a lot of
lessons from the pill mills
crisis and tried to craft a
law with enough built-in
safeguards that didn’t require any further implementation to create a
pretty strong system of
rules and regulations that
make sure that this was
only for medical use and included a multi-step process
to become a qualified patient under the law,” said
Pollara.
Those multi-steps to becoming a qualified patient
require being diagnosed

with a debilitating medical
condition by your doctor,
receiving a certification
from your doctor and submitting it to the Florida Department of Health and
obtaining an ID card from
the state.
What It Doesn’t Do
Amendment 2 applies
only to Florida law. It does
not authorize violations of
federal law or any nonmedical use, possession or
production of marijuana.
The proposition states
that nothing in the amendment shall authorize the
use of medical marijuana
by anyone other than a
qualifying patient or affect
laws relating to non-medical use, possession, production
or
sale
of
marijuana.
Opponents of Amendment 2 have stated that it
will allow kids to legally get
marijuana without their
parents’ permission. Pollara says that’s simply not
true.
“Florida law requires
parental consent for medical treatment. There is almost no circumstance in
which a physician would
treat a minor in a nonemergency circumstance
without explicit legal
guardian or parent consent. Amendment 2 does
not repeal or address or is
inconsistent with current
parental consent laws, they
remain on the books,”
stated Pollara.
He compares the prescribing of marijuana to
other prescribed drugs.

“There are no age limits
on pharmaceutical drugs.
It’s up to the doctor and up
to the parent and we believe that should be the
same for marijuana. The
parental consent is very
much a part of our law and
nothing in Amendment 2
changes that,” said Pollara.
About United for
Care
United for Care was
originally called PUFM:
People United for Medical
Marijuana. Kim Russell, a
stay-at-home mom from
Orlando founded it in 2009.
Her father was sick and the
treating physician thought
he would benefit from
medical marijuana but it
was illegal. Russell and her

husband invested their
money and time in trying
to pass an amendment to
the Florida constitution to
allow for the use of medical
marijuana.
Pollara conducted a poll
to see if it has support in
Florida and the poll results
that came back were
tremendous. He called and
introduced himself to Russell and told her she could
win according the poll he
conducted.
Since then, Pollara and
prominent Tampa attorney
John Morgan, with Russell’s consent, have decided to carry the torch to
legalize medical marijuana
in Florida.
Pollara says vote yes

“The number one reason why people should
vote yes,” Pollara said, “is
the basic proposition that
in the course of the doctorpatient relationship, if a
doctor recommends a type
of treatment to a sick and
suffering patient, that patient should be able to follow their doctor’s orders
without having to be a
criminal.”
Approval of 60 percent
or more of Floridian voters
is required to pass Amendment 2 and Pollara believes
that’s exactly what will happen when the ballots are
counted next week.
Please log on to unitiedforcare.org
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Clinton joins Crist in Tampa
From CLINTON, page 1

Congresswoman Betty
Castor candidly laid out the
agenda for the late afternoon rally for Crist.
“ It is time to vote in the
state of Florida if you believe
in civil rights, and equal
rights and equal pay because the guy that’s in the
governor’s mansion right
now has got to go away,”
said Castor.
“Are you ready for a
win,” asked Democratic Senator Bill Nelson who blamed
the Republicans for creating
political gridlock in Florida
similar to what has been
playing out in Washington
during the Obama presidency.
“So I believe that the
people of Florida are ready
for some change and some
common sense,” said Nelson as he urged the crowd
to vote and support Crist in
the upcoming gubernatorial
election.
“When it comes down to
it, this election is not about
right versus left but about
right verses wrong,” said
Annette Taddeo, democratic
candidate for Lieutenant
Governor in Florida.
Clinton and Crist slowly
emerged from stage left as
the cheers grew louder. As
Crist
approached
the
podium, Clinton drifted to
the side and patrolled the
stage like a methodic lion
king.
“How you doing Tampa
Bay,” said Crist as he
greeted his supporters. He
briefly re-affirmed his political agenda if he would be
elected.

“If you want a governor
who supports raising the
minimum wage, we need
your vote. If you want a governor who wants equal pay
for women, we need your
vote. If you want a governor
who will expand Medicare
for over a million Floridians,
we need your vote. If you
want a governor who will
protect a woman’s right to
choose, we need your vote
and will fund education
properly, we need your vote.
Now guys, here’s a simple
truth. When we vote, we
win. So tell all your friends to
vote.”
Crist then prepped the
audience for the long awaited
for political dynamo, former
President Bill Clinton.
“We have a wonderful
man with us today. This is
one of the greatest men in
the history of our country,”
said Crist.
“We’re gonna’ start out
on a New Deal,” said President Clinton.
“We get to make a new
beginning with this economy. We get to make a new
beginning with healthcare.
We get to make a new beginning with training people for
jobs that will actually be
there, and making sure our
kids won’t go broke if they
have to borrow money to go
to college,” President Clinton said.
He emphasized that people in this election have an
important choice to make
and it begins with understanding what each candidate wants to accomplish if
elected.

“You have to decide
whether you want to grow
this economy from the middle class out — more jobs,
higher wages — and make
sure every single person has
a chance to work his or her
way into the middle class,”
said President Clinton.
Former President Clinton pointed out the diametrically opposing views each
candidate operated under
politically while working as
governor in Tallahassee.
“You have two people
who have both been governor who have dramatically
different visions. One has
succeeded in dividing the
state, one from the other,
and promoting trickle-down
economics. One wants to
draw us together — I tell you
what, this Medicaid expansion is a classic example.”
Like Taddeo stated earlier, Clinton highlighted
Crist’s commitment to doing
what’s right for the people as
opposed to what’s good for
the Republican party when
he signed the bill as governor to restore the rights of
freed felons to vote. Clinton
got resounding cheers and
applause for citing Crist’s
ability to base a decision on
what could be good for humanity in the long run.
“Don’t tell me that he
doesn’t have convictions,”
hammered Clinton.
When Taddeo came
back on stage, all three Democrats joined hands and
raised them above their
heads claiming future election victory at the polls next
week.
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Black Youth Baseball Coaches in
Tampa Bay that practice White
Baseball Racism
Hello Weekly Challenger
readers. I am Mr. Thomas
M. English (aka) Mr. English or Coach
I am a great artist and a
great mentor to our youth,
with thousands of kids that
call me Daddy.
The reason why
For the past 25 years I
have been a great artist and
a great mentor to our youth.
Ten years in teaching the
youth about television production, “Hollywood in the
hood,” and 15 years in reviving Negro baseball by way of
teaching and coaching our
inner-city youth about black
baseball here in the Tampa
Bay area as well as in other
cities about this ancient
African stick and ball game,
which here in America it is
called baseball.
Or maybe it is better to
say, “unwanted youth baseball.” Unwanted youth baseball is inner-city youth who
would like to play youth
baseball, but have no one to
play against.
For 14 years I’ve hosted
inner-city youth baseball
training camps and programs in Bartlett Park,
Campbell Park and Childs
Park, along with the Ridgecrest Park in Largo, parks in
Clearwater and Tampa.
Each week before and
during baseball season I
would have an array of well-

trained black youth baseball
players and teams that are all
ready to play youth baseball
games, scrimmages or
warm-ups against youth
baseball teams. For the past
14 years I’ve asked the same
or new white youth baseball
coaches or managers and
the answer has been “No.”
As a matter of fact, I’ve
asked the same black youth
baseball coaches and managers from Wildwood, Burg
and even Belmonte Heights
in Tampa to play with us, but
have been given the same
response as the white
coaches.
For 14 years I have been
trying to keep these kids off
the streets, detour them
from drugs and violence and
also make a difference in
their lives by playing baseball, but these same black
youth baseball coaches disrespectfully say “No.”
Throughout these 14
years of trying to find youth
baseball games for black
youth, I have had more
youth baseball games with
the white coaches than with
black coaches that are supposed to represent our
youth and their future.
But they don’t really
care… just like the open variety of other “care for
youth” organizations that
don’t really care. To be told
in the next journal.

The making of history
ST. PETERSBURG —
“The Making of Decades of
Day Work” opens Tues.,
Nov. 11 at the Studio@620,
620 First Avenue South in
St. Petersburg at 7 p.m.
The directors of “Decades
of Day Work,” the popular
theatrical series about the
real “help,” sit down for an
interview with attorney and
journalist Jaye Ann Terry.
Directors Dr. Lillian
Dunlap and Jaye Sheldon
will talk candidly about the
difficulties and joys of
gathering stories from the
family members of black
maids and white employers. The audience will hear
the story behind these
amazing stories and see
video clips of the storytellers— shared for the
first time.
Dunlap is the daughter
of a black maid who
worked for white families
in Chicago from the 50s
through the 70s. Sheldon
grew up white in the 70’s
and 80’s in rural upstate
New York. Together they

were
welcomed
into
people’s homes and given
access to precious photographs. And, together they
heard people break their
silence about the sometimes complex relationships that grew up
between black workers
and the white people who
hired them.
The “Decades of Day
Work” series is produced
by Your Real Stories (YRS),
a 501(c)(3) organization.
Professional actors present
the scripted accounts of
the storytellers in the first
half of the shows, complete
with music and a set designed with the archival
photographs.
Then, Terry moderates
a panel of the original storytellers during the second half. “The Making of
Decades of Day Work”
provides a peek at what it
takes to get and present
personal stories. It is also
the third event in the YRS
2014-2015 season.
In September, Your

Real Stories collaborated
with the Dr. Carter G.
Woodson African American History Museum to
present, “My Soul Looks
Back: The Decades of Day
Work Photographic Exhibit.” This was followed
by the first YRS “Story
Days in Tampa Bay” featuring storytelling seminars in St. Petersburg at
the Woodson, with USF St.
Petersburg and in Tampa
at the Tampa Museum of
Art. A second photographic exhibit is scheduled for March 11-17 2015
at Studio@620 in anticipation of “Decades of Day
Work V,” March 25-27
2015 at freeFall Theatre in
St Petersburg.
“Very special and en-

lightening.”
“Powerful
...extremely well told...(an)
important contribution to
social healing.” That’s
what audiences say about
the “Decades of Day
Work” series.
Plan to join us for an intimate evening with the directors and storytellers at
Studio@620, Tues., Nov.
11 at 7 p.m. Tickets for
“The Making of Decades
of Day Work” are available
online at www.thestudioat620.org and at the
door. Purchasing a ticket
helps both Your Real Stories and the Studio@620
continues these amazing
programs in St. Petersburg. General Admission:
$15 Students and Seniors:
$10
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SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com

   





Great American
Natural Products
4121 16th St. N., St. Petersburg
greatamerican.biz
A free gift with
or (727) 521-4372.
the purchase of

LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES



$20 or more.

Mon.-Fri. 10-6 p.m., Sat. 10-5 p.m.
and closed on Sundays.

Exp. 12/11/14

Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more




Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
4341 34th St. S., St. Petersburg

Celebrating 48 years in business!

Open: Mon. - Sat. 10 am - 6:30 pm



• Child Custody
• Child Support
• Marital Agreements
• Divorce
• Wrongful Termination

  


 


 




(Next to Skyway Mall)

Our office services Sarasota, St. Petersburg, and
the Tampa Bay Area. Call 727-543-6798
for a free consultation. Visit arobinsonlawfirm.com



 

(727) 867-3696

Robinson Law would like to be your first
contact when you have a legal question or need
to request immediate assistance from the court.

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

                      

      

COME AND
MAKE AN
OFFER

Vessel: 1980 37 foot Seidleman
Location: Renovators Yacht Co.
1600 3rd Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33701
727-896-3338
Time/Date of Sale:
November 28, 2014. After 12pm.
Come and make an offer.

• Employment Discrimination
• Workplace Retaliation
• Chapter 7 Bankruptcy
• Chapter 13 Bankruptcy
• Small Claims
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African American Heritage Trail
Receives Award Of Honor
BY ALLEN A.
BUCHANAN
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG —
The African American Heritage Association (AAHA)
received the Award of
Honor in Heritage Education last Fri., Oct. 24 during
2014 Preservation Awards
Shindig held at Studio@620.
Awarded for the newly
opened African American
Heritage Trail that runs
along 22nd Street South
and 9th Avenue South,
AAHA was one of several
groups and individuals
honored for their efforts to
preserve historic landmarks in the city of St. Petersburg.
“Much history of St.
Petersburg was beginning
to get lost, especially in the
African-American community,” said Betty Harden
who accepted the award
for President Gwen Reese
and Vice-President John
Wilson.
She added that former
Mayor Bill Foster along
with the original co-chairs
Reese and Wilson helped
get the ball rolling on planning the African American
Heritage Trail back in 2011.
“Reese, Wilson and another gentleman started
getting the community involved in donating memorabilia and artifacts for
what would become historical photographic displays
along the African American Heritage Trail,” said
Harden.
Harden also participated early on in the project by contributing her
own family artifacts to the
trail.
“One of the contributions that I was able to
make was about Sydney
Harden’s Grocery Store,
which was on the corner of
9th Avenue and 22nd
Street South,” said Harden
who is the grand daughter
of Sydney Harden Sr.

According to Harden,
her grandfather’s niece,
who is now 95 years old,
had a picture of the original store from the 1940s.
The time-period was identified by one of St. Petersburg’s Preservation board
members who recognized
the hairstyle of the Coke-aCola girls in the picture
taken during that decade.
“That was the kind of
contributions people were
able to make when they
went into their closets and
went into their family
homes and found [historical] photographs and information to give to the
Heritage Committee,” said
Harden.
The African American
Heritage Trail runs from






north to south along 22nd
Street from 5th Avenue
South to just pass 15th Avenue South, and east to
west from 16th Street to
the Jordan Park community along 9th Avenue
South.
AAHA was one of
nearly a dozen groups and
individuals honored at the
shindig. Paintings and photographic displays of historical buildings and
neighborhoods adorned
the walls of the studio as
over 100 people showed up
to wine, dine, and celebrate
St. Petersburg’s rich and
diverse architectural and
cultural heritage from the
African American Heritage
Trail to the Kenwood community.

“A Good Education
Begins With Good VISION”

 











  





 

 















NO COST MEDICAID &
MEDICARE REVIEWS
727-327-9881 • 3535 Central Ave.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713

H EALTH & WELLNESS
• Prevention • Awareness • Education •
•Testing • Counseling • Referrals •
HELP - US - HELP - U • Access
Food Stamp Application/SNAP
Medicaid Application - Recertification

727.403.3366
www.helpushelpuinc.org
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Which way will you vote?
From CHOICE, page 1

“If someone is truly at
the end of life I don’t want
to see anybody suffer,” said
Gualtieri. “But this amendment is not about that.”
Gualtieri argued that
language of the constitutional amendment is too
broad and holds loopholes
that will make it easier for
drug dealers, addicts, and
thrill seeking teens to get
their hands on the illegal
stash. “What this amendment does is legalize the
smoking of marijuana.”
The panel agreed that
there is a legitimate medicinal value with marijuana,
but as the sheriff pointed
out, there is already THC
drugs, like the drug Marinol, out on the market that
doctors can prescribe to
help ease pain and suffering among terminal patients.
So why legalize pot
when there is already
something out there to
help?
Proponents
of
Amendment 2 have a lot to
say on that.
Gerdeman knows all
about the drug Marinol citing its use since the 80s to
cure nausea. But according
to the professor, the drug
can be too much for some
to handle and the cost can
be astronomical.
“It’s the caviar of medicine,” he said. But the high
price tag and in Gerdeman’s opinion, lack of therapeutic effect, make a
cheaper and more tolerable
alternative attractive to the
general public in need of a
painkiller.

Gualtieri didn’t falter in
his argument about the
repercussions that would
be felt if Amendment 2
passed as is. With more officers involved in the policing of the “pot shops” that
some experts say will line
streets, possibly right next
door to you, other areas of
police work may take a
backseat.
Instead of keeping
neighborhoods safe, law
enforcement feel they will
be inundated with marijuana related offenses from
those looking to score
some for a good time, to
rogue doctors prescribing
unlimited cannabis to anyone willing to pay 75 bucks.
“Look what we just went
through in the pill mills,”
said Gualtieri describing
the doctors who disregarded regulations that demanded patient histories
and physicals be completed
before prescribing pain
meds. “You showed up,
paid and went out and got
as many pills as you could.”
But resident Walter
Evans has confidence in
law enforcement’s ability to
reign it all in, placing
Gualtieri on the spot when
he brought attention to the
fact that lines at pill mills no
longer exist and there has
been no talk of any overdoses. “If you can control
the doctors and how they
dispense the hard pain
killers, why can’t we do the
same for marijuana,” he
asked.
Gualtieri it seemed was
outnumbered by those in

favor of legalizing marijuana for medical purposes,
the sheriff’s attempts at explaining the potential pitfalls, such as the State
Department of Health’s inability to institute sufficient
controls in managing the
distribution of the drug
within the time allotted
under the amendment,
falling on deaf ears.
Panel participants Donley and Gerdeman support
Amendment 2 and are
more laid back with its
broad language. While
Donley who suffered a
stroke some five years ago
can’t sing the praises of pot
loud enough, Gerdeman
feels any debate over phrasing can be ironed out in the
aftermath.
“I think this absolutely
will be regulated,” he said.
Gerdeman believes setting
up a database registry of
clinicians that subscribe
will be top priority if it
passes and enforcement of
those not complying will go
smoothly.
A question regarding
public safety if marijuana
was made legal whether for
medicinal purposes or the
general public was posed to
the sheriff as well. “What
harm is legalizing actually
going to have?” a community member asked.
Gualtieri listed his reasons. One of which concerns the amendment’s
reference to medical use of
marijuana being granted to
anyone perceived by a doctor to have a debilitating
condition. Gualtieri argued

L-R, Dr. Greg Gerdeman, Kurt Donley and Sheriff Bob Gualtieri.
the language means any
type of doctor, such as a
chiropractor could okay a
trip to the pot shop.
Instead, Gualtieri would
prefer a medical marijuana
amendment focused on
specific medical uses instead of the amendment’s
references to debilitating
conditions in general language, which he equates to
recreational use.
By the end of the
evening though it seemed
the panel was spinning its
wheels, unable to agree on
anything concerning the
amendment, while community members weighed internally what the passing of
Amendment 2 will mean for
their families. One resident
spoke out about patients in
Pinellas being arrested for
treating medical conditions
with cannabis, asking how
law enforcement arresting
patients benefits anyone.
Gualtieri
tried
to
squelch that concern with a
definite denial that anyone

on their deathbed is being
arrested.
But Donley quickly
jumped on the Sherriff’s response inciting race into
the issue of legalizing medical marijuana. “It’s the last
of the Jim Crowe laws to arrest blacks,” he said.
With recent reports
comparing black arrests for
marijuana as being five
times more likely than arrests on whites, it’s no
doubt some community
members are wondering if
legalizing the plant isn’t
better for minorities.
Gualtieri shifted the
focus back to the initial
question, explaining the debate of course isn’t with the
dying, but with those using
marijuana to treat other
conditions like anxiety,
menstrual cramps, or
minor back pain. While he
worries pot will be too easy
for scammers, frauds and
virtually anyone wanting to
acquire it, he also wants to
limit the potential issues

with addiction that may
crop up with those looking
to score dope to deal with
minor pain.
“One of the crux problems we have is addiction; we
have an addictive society,”
said the sheriff who witnesses the community’s inability to use alcohol and
other legal drugs such as
prescriptions in a responsible
way each day. “Why are we
going to throw something
else on the table that is going
to be susceptible to abuse?”
But his arguments
seemed to be lost on those
in attendance, at least those
asking the questions. The
next question being, “What
danger does it pose to the
actual community?”
“No different than any
of the other drugs that are
out there,” said Gualtieri.
The last day to vote yes
or no on Amendment 2 is
Election Day, November 4.
To reach Holly Kestenis,
email hkestenis@theweeklychallenger.com
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Stephen C. Sarnoff
District 67 Candidate
BY MARCY PALMERI

ST. PETERSBURG —
Stephen C. Sarnoff is running for District 67’s seat
within the House of Representatives currently being
occupied by Ed Hooper,
whose term is coming to an
end.
This pass Monday while
the majority of citizens
were ending their workday,
this candidate’s day was in
full swing. Sarnoff attended
Williams Park for Moral
Monday urging residents
to vote and reminding them
that it is their right and responsibility to do so.
He was not serving his
time kissing babies and
shaking hands, he genuinely perceived his active
participation among the
people as an ethical and
moral obligation, making
time to answer questions
and enjoying the fanfare.

“I listen to and live with
these people. I shop and
dine with them. They are
my neighbors and friends.
They are from where my
votes are coming. I’ve met
and helped them. They
know me as a person. I
worry about them,” said
the candidate.
Touted as a voice for
working families in District
67, Sarnoff brings with him
a strong background as the
president of Communications Workers of America
union local chapter 3179,
protecting the rights of
public workers in Clearwater, Largo, St Pete Beach,
Madeira Beach and Port
Richey.
He works for the city of
Clearwater as an accounts
coordinator in the Solid
Waste Department and has
served on the Board of
Clearwater/Upper Pinellas
Chapter of the NAACP.
There are several rea-

Modest Kuts Salon
St. Petersburg, FL.

Child's Park YMCA
St. Petersburg, FL

Contributor

sons why he believes his
district will be better
served with him at the
helm rather than his opponents.
“The major differences
between myself and Chris
Latvala is I’ve been in the
community for 27 years,
raised my family, had financial difficulties and have
struggled. I have more in
common with the people
than he does. I listen and
do things that make their
lives better. With me there
is no, ‘pay to play.’”
Latvala boasts having a
political pedigree, which
consists of being the son of
a senator and an aid to District 67’s current Representative, Ed Hooper. While
Latvala was creating campaign sign’s for his father’s
printing company, the now
31 year old decided, he too,
was interested in politics.
He is still associated with
his father’s printing company, serving as the vice
president.
Sarnoff has received
the full endorsement of the
Florida AFL-CIO, the
Tampa Bay Times and
Pinellas Classroom Teachers Association.
Education

Gomez Innovations
Tampa, FL

“Public education is a
constituent mandate in the
state of Florida. We agreed
to have a lottery that was
supposed to enhance the
educational system, but instead they put it into balancing the budget. Charter
schools are unaccountable
and we are not permitted to
see the books.”
If students start at a
charter and after two
weeks decide that despite
the promises the school is
not meeting the needs of
their child and then transfers to a public school, the
money designated for that
child does not transfer with
the student. Instead that
money stays at the charter
school, forcing the public
school to scrounge for dollars to pay to educate the
student.
Sarnoff wants to educate families about the potential empty promises
made by and the consequences affiliated with
these alternative schools.
Greenlight Pinellas
Sarnoff speaks passionately in favor of the Greenlight Pinellas Plan, which
includes bus improvements and an eventual passenger rail that will

complement the public
transportation already in
place in Pinellas County. If
the proposed 1 percent
sales tax passes next week,
Pinellas Suncoast Transit
Authority will move forward with the Greenlight
Pinellas Plan.
“Some don’t have a way
to get to work or they can’t
afford a vehicle. The
Greenlight Pinellas Plan
will help people by not having to pay for cars, gas or
worry about parking. People who need to go to class
or work will not have to be
concerned about catching
a bus after a certain hour
when the busses stop running. We need viable mass
transit,” he said.
Car repairs, insurance
and traffic will not be a concern to many people if the
Greenlight Pinellas Plan is
put into place, he indicated.
Job Creation
Creating jobs with a fair
wage is within the district’s
grasp with the current resources they have right
now. “Our state is a major
employer,” Sarnoff contends. He goes on to say
that Rick Kriseman took a
much needed step toward
increasing wages for our

city workers by negotiating
a hike to $12.50 per hour.
In the union Sarnoff heads
up, no one is paid less than
$10.50 per hour.
“Kids aren’t staying
here. They are moving
away because of opportunities. This change is necessary.”
Sarnoff believes in a
strong quality of life and
that people come to Florida
for that very reason. “People want to be here. The
visitors eventually move
here. That’s our treasure.
Our talents and our goals.
We have to help people.”
Inside information not
widely known about this
candidate includes:
• He and his wife just
celebrated their 4oth wedding anniversary.
• They have four
grandchildren.
• His mother lives in
Greenbriar, just north of
Clearwater and his sister
also lives in the area.
Something he’s asked
often when people hear his
last name is if he’s related
to the star football player at
Calvary Christian High
School in Clearwater. The
answer is YES.
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 







Come Worship With the First Baptist Family





  

  

 









 
1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

11:30 a.m.
 
  

 










 
 

 
 
 







 

Victory Christian Center Church

 



  

    



Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.



Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

“Learn How To Love
Our City Into The
Kingdom Of God”

Beginning Sunday, Sept. 14 at 6 p.m.
Rev. Sarah Edwards will be teaching a 13-week Certified
Servant Leadership Course for Clergy, Lay Ministers and
Christians of all ages who desire to serve their
neighborhood and city for the glory of God. Synopsis:
Whereas God’s methods are many, His principles are few.
You will be taught how to love our city into the Kingdom
of God by embracing your true value in Christ.
Glad Tidings Assembly Of God Church • Randy Helms, Pastor
4200 17th Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL 33713 FMI: 727.323.5017




Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.








Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry

 
  

 
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.




  





 
 
 



  

Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays

Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.





 


 







 


 



  
 


  

  

 
 

4238 Narvarez Way South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712

(727) 564-1389




Pastor Shurrea Daniels

 


 
     
  
  





Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/

  


 

  
 
 

   

Pastors Dexter and
Wanda McCree
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SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

 
  
 

 
  
  

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015








THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the community at large, its wish that there
would be an overflowing of
God’s blessings upon their lives.
St. Mark is grounded in a
Christ-centered doctrine that
has as its central core, the belief
that we are a haven of hope,
help, and healing for a lost world
hungry and thirsty for the word
of God. At St. Mark, we as a
body of believers are Christians
willing to work and partner in
unity, praising God for the awesome gift of His son, Jesus
Christ.
Events for October
Oct 31 - Monthly Business
Meeting at 7 p.m.

Events for November
Nov. 3 - Community Outreach Meeting/Christmas with
the Community
Nov. 16 - Church Outing:
Macedonia M.B. Church, Rubonia, FL
Nov. 24 - Distribution of
Thanksgiving Baskets at 9:00
a.m.
Nov. 27-28 - Thanksgiving
Holidays: Office Closed
Weekly Scheduled Activities for St. Mark
Sunday school held for both
children and adults of all ages.
Sunday school starts each Sunday morning at 9:30 a.m. All are
invited to come out and join us.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday at 9:30
a.m.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members

and the general public are invited to come out study the
Bible with us, and learn “What
Baptist Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed
to join us.
Mime/Praise
Dance
Rehearsal on Sundays from
2-4 p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday
at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Wednesday
at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday
evening at 7 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study every Wednesday
at 7:30 p.m.

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan Missionary Baptist Church, “God’s
House to the City,” under the
leadership of Dr. Rickey L. Houston extends an invitation to the
community to join us as we declare the living Word of God. Join
us at 9 a.m. for Sunday School
and at 10:15 a.m. worship service. Bible Study and Teen Summit/Children Rising are held on
Wednesday evening, at 7 p.m.

We cultivate the fullest spiritual life possible both individually
and corporately; and we communicate God’s truth at every opportunity. Building a Stronger
Congregation and Community
to the Glory of God. Living out
these principles results in a kaleidoscope of ministries for all ages
and interests. We also encourage
the community to make use of
our Prayer Line. (727-321-9645)

Upcoming events for October - Oct. 31st - Harvest Fest
“Maintaining the Faith to
Trust the Unseen in 2014”
Hebrews 11: 1, 6 II Corinthians 4:1
Telephone: 727-327-0554
Fax: 727-327-0240
Email:bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com
Website:
www.bmmbc.org

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
The Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church, the Pastor, Dr.
John A. Evans, Sr., Official Family and the entire Church Family
extend a cordial invitation to our
entire community to join “THE
SHIP” in fellowship at our 7:45
a.m. or the 10:45 a.m. worship
service, and Sunday Church
School at 9:30 a.m. The Ship’s
anchor is still up, as we continue
our journey through the month
October. Please feel free to come
aboard as we venture out spreading the mighty word of God.
Want to stay close to home, join
us at the Church throughout the
week for our various programs
and ministries. Come join us as
we take this Christian journey for
it is Our Mission as a Church
Family of believers in Christ,
reaching out to the world,
preaching the gospel to the unsaved and teaching the saved to
serve by demonstrating the Love
of Christ.
Weekly Bible Studies and
other Church activities: Wednesday, Noon Day (12:00 p.m.) and
Prayer and Bible Study (7 p.m.);
AWANA Youth Enrichment program is back jointly every
Wednesday at 7 p.m., something
special for every child, learning
about God while having fun. The
Bread of Life Ministry continues
providing a needed service to
our Senior and Disabled mem-

bers, want to volunteer? Please
see Sister Renetta Williams for
further information. The Clothing Pantry is opened every 2nd
and 4th Thursday of the month,
from 9 a.m. to noon. Donations
of gently used Men and Women
Business attire are needed. Continue to Pray for our Sick, Shutin, Children, Men/Women in
Uniform, and Bereaved Families.
Month of October: Church
Sunday school rally begins
Breast Cancer Awareness
Oct. 31 – 7 p.m. – “Oh How I
Love Jesus Hallelujah Celebration.” Celebrating The Children.
Following this event, the Church
Annual Conference will convene.
WEST COAST BAPTIST
DISTRICT
ASSOCIATION,
116th Annual Session – Dr. John
A. Evans, Sr., Moderator, Host
Pastor, Rev. Patrick A. Miller,
Bethlehem Baptist Church, 1680
18th Street, Sarasota, FL 34234,
Headquarter’s Hotel, Hyatt Place
Hotel, 950 University Park, Sarasota, FL 34234, Telephone: (941)
554-5800.
AT A GLANCE:
Nov. 5: 7 p.m. -Opening Welcome/Youth Explosion Program
Nov. 6: 7 p.m. – Moderator
Evans Annual Address. The
Adult Mass Choir, 1st/5th Sunday Ushers/ Nurses Ministries

to serve, Moderator Evans is
looking forward to seeing as
many as possible come and Fellowship with West Coast.
Nov. 7: 10 a.m. – Women’s
Department Services (preferred
Colors, Navy Blue and/Silver or
White) if you don’t have those
colors please wear what you
choose. 11:30 a.m. - 1st Annual
Address of the Laymen’s President, Deacon Leon Dunbar,
Male Chorus will serve. All
members of Friendship are
asked to come and support one
of own Deacons.
NEED A RIDE TO
CHURCH? Call our Transportation Ministry – (727) 906-8300
and PRESS 2
Thought for the Week: The
Bible is the bread of life, and it
never gets stale.
Don’t let “THE SHIP” sail
without YOU! For additional information on any of the announcements, please contact us
by the following methods:
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, 3300 31st St. S., St.
Petersburg, 33712. Church Office: (727) 906-8300. Visit Friendship’s
Website:
www.fmbctheship.net E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
Also Visit West Coast Baptist
Association Website: www.expericencethecoast.com

Mt. Zion Progressive
Reverend Louis Murphy,
Sr. and the entire Mt Zion family extend an open invitation to
join us not only in Sunday worship, but also throughout the
week for various programs
and ministries.
Wednesday Bible Study –
Noonday and 6 PM.
November 5th - Mt. Zion in
conjunction with the Coleman
Law Group, Dolman Law
Group, and local attorneys,
Deidra Brown and Patrice
Featherstone, are sponsoring
a Judicial at 6:30 p.m. in the
Main Sanctuary. This forum is
open to the public and will
allow individuals to speak directly with judges on issues directly
affecting
our
community.
Attention Parents! Read-

ing and Math Enhancement
Tutoring is being provided by
Certified Teachers & Paraprofessionals, Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 5:30 p.m. to 7
p.m. in the Human Services
Building at 945 - 20th St. S.
For more information contact
Doris Newton or Joel Shedrick
at 727-822-0443, Extension
301.
3rd Thursday of the month
– Men’s Unity Ministry - Calling all Men... The Men’s Ministry invite you to come out on
the third Thursday of each
month for their unity fellowship and study of “What a Man
of God Should Look Like.”
CARE- Choosing Addiction Recovery Efforts - is now
holding
Dial-a-Meetings.
Phone meetings are held

every Tuesday from 7 to 8
p.m. Phone in to: 605-4772100, Access Code: 212213.
Let’s Get Connected!
Mt. Zion Progressive is
now social. Checkout the latest events, ministry news, and
more by following us on
FACEBOOK, TWITTER and
YOUTUBE
(Keyword:
MZPMBC). Visit our website
and let’s get connected
today!www.MZProgressive.or
g
For additional information
on any of these announcements, please contact the
church office.
Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church. 955
20th St. S., St. Petersburg
Florida. 727-894-4311, email:
info@mzprogressive.org.
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